your contributions to the present improvement in health care, and your visions for the future. With more than 50% of your current population below the age of 20, your challenges are well founded and exciting.
I could not miss, nor should I ignore to mention, the excellent and pointed article in the first issue of Volume 30, entitled, "Trauma Care Systems in Saudi Arabia: An Agenda for Action, " by Mohammed Y. Al-Naami, Maria A. Arafah, and Fatimah S. Al-Ibrahim.
1 No better article exists describing the systems approach to the many components of Trauma Care, and the article speaks for itself. I have a moral obligation to comment on a number of facts cited in this fantastic article. The leading cause of death in Saudi Arabia is TRAUMA. The infrastructure to address this public health issue is inadequate and incomplete, at all levels of the system, as documented by this article: too few ambulances, too few ambulance attendants, too little integration of communications, too few trauma centers, too little support for this health issue as compared to more "lucrative" and technically attractive disciplines, such as obstetrics, cancer care, heart surgery, transplantation, and others. The details of this article indicate that the elements for success are well known, and the reference list documents the root source of the supporting information. Few trauma centers of excellence exist throughout the Middle East, with nests of growing expertise and interest in Riyadh, Doha, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi. An emergency room is different from a Trauma Center, and multiple supporting elements are required in order for the trauma system to function as an integrated collaborative network. The internet is the best example of such a network, and it functions to a much higher level than trauma care throughout the Middle East.
For 30 years, your journal has documented the tremendous advancement you have made in providing advanced medical care to your citizens and visitors. Now your journal has published a detailed knowledge of a trauma system, cited the leading cause of death in Saudi Arabia, and outlined a systematic approach to integrating the elements to make the best trauma network in the world. Congratulations on your continuing leadership and education.
